
2016-11-15, 8*02 PMSchools recognized

Page 1 of 1http://www.mississauga.com/community-story/3118163-schools-recognized/

Bibelta Harmus makes faces at an owl during Eacofest on Saturday at the
Britannia Farm. The event recognizes the achievements of Peel schools and
students in obtaining Ontario EcoSchool certification.
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Mississauga students and their families were seeing green on Saturday at the
annual Ecofest, held at the historic Britannia Farm on Hurontario St.
The event recognizes the achievements of Peel schools and students in
obtaining Ontario EcoSchool certification. Schools reach certification status
when they meet criteria in waste reduction, energy conservation and greening
their school yard. 
Lindsay Bunce, who works with Toronto and Region Conservation, an
organization that has worked with schools to achieve their certification goals,
said the event is a great way to continue to encourage students to be green.
“We are here to help support EcoSchools. Schools generate loads of waste
and this program helps mesh with what is being taught to the students about
conservation,” said Bunce. 
She added the EcoSchool program not only works with students to change
their habits in school, but at home as well. 
“It's a neat opportunity to be creative and to develop programs within the schools. The kids start talking with their principals
and school staff to get them on board,” said Bunce.
Some 1,400 schools across the province, including 106 in Peel, have achieved various levels of EcoSchool certification
(bronze, silver and gold). 
Ecofest brought all participating local schools together to share knowledge and learn about other ways to save the
environment. The day featured tours of the Old Britannia Schoolhouse, music, games and a birds of prey demonstration. 
St. Jean Baptiste Elementary School in Mississauga is among the schools to receive silver certification. Six-year-old student
Charlotte Secko said it's important for students to learn about the environment.
“Kids should use reusable bottles and recycle paper,” she said. “It saves the environment.”
The program involves students in all grades and they're encouraged to develop a variety of ways to conserve energy and
recycle within their schools. 
At St. Edmund Elementary School in east Mississauga, students meet once a week to develop new activities and programs to
maintain EcoSchool status. 
Sophia Voutianitis, 10, says St. Edmund works hard to spread the word about conserving and recycling. 
“We have different contests to see who can use less energy and we have a 'Goose Paper' program where we encourage kids
to use both sides of the paper,” she said. 
Sophia added the program makes everyone in the school aware of how they can save the environment in small ways. 
Educators and parents who are interested in the program can learn more by visiting www.peelecofest.com .
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